
National Emergency Number Association 

Pennsylvania Keystone Chapter 
Mark Greenthaner- President                                                                                                                            Regional Directors  

Joseph Brennan- Vice President                                                                                                                    Eastern- Jennifer Cass  

Timothy Baldwin- Treasurer                                          Central- Kevin Fanning       

John Grappy- Past President                                                                                                   Western- Jeffrey Parish 

       Committee Chairs 

  Legislative Affairs- Michael McGrady 

Conference- Michael McGrady 

  TERT- Gary Thomas                                 

 

  

                                                                                     

 
NENA Members, 

 

I wanted to take this opportunity to update you on H.B. 859 (Reauthorization of the 9-1-1 System in the Commonwealth). Myself 

along with Treasurer Tim Baldwin and Legislative Committee Chair Mike McGrady met with Chairman Barrar, his staff and others at 

his Capitol office on March 19th. We had a very productive meeting and were satisfied that the house would push through a 

reauthorization that all stakeholders would be comfortable with.   

 

It was brought to my attention yesterday that State Representative Dan Moul (R-Adams County) had introduced an amendment 

(A00521) to H.B. 859. Mr. Moul's amendment was strongly opposed by our organization. Mr. Moul's amendment was an effort to raid 

the 911 fund to assist in balancing the Commonwealth's budget. Mr. Moul's amendment would have removed the law's current 

language found in §5306.1(a) and replaced it with: 

 

"Establishment of account. -- The 911 Fund is reestablished as an interest-bearing restricted account in the GENERAL 

FUND. (emphasis added) The State Treasurer shall transfer money from the fund in existence before the effective date of this 

subsection into the restricted account reestablished in this subsection. Money in the restricted account reestablished in this subsection 

shall only be used for the purposes specified in this chapter.     

 

As you can see I added the emphasis on "General Fund". The current 911 fund is in the State Treasury not the General Fund. 

Furthermore, the existing law [(§5306.1(a)] stipulates that the money in the fund would be appropriated to PEMA and disbursed by 

PEMA. Mr. Moul's amendment would remove that language thereby not automatically appropriating money in the 911 fund to PEMA. 

 

The most troubling part of Mr. Moul's amendment affected language found in §5306.1(c)(3). The current law reads: 

 

"Money from the fund shall not be transferred for General Fund use by the Commonwealth or counties." 

 

Mr. Moul's amendment would strike "the commonwealth" from the aforementioned language. Anyone can see by striking "the 

commonwealth" from this section of the law, would open the door for the legislature to raid the 911 fund to balance the budget. 

Furthermore it would make the Commonwealth ineligible for Federal Grant money, of which $4.5 Million has already been awarded. 

 

I want to reassure our membership that your officers have been working tirelessly over the last 18 hours to ensure this amendment is 

either voted down or pulled. I am happy to report that I received notification that this amendment has been pulled and will no longer 

be considered.  

 

I want specifically thank Michael McGrady for his tireless work he puts into our Chapter's legislative efforts as well as those of you 

that heard of the proposed amendment and sent emails and made phone calls to your legislators. 

 

Should there be any additional issues along the way I will certainly keep you abreast. 

 

If you have any questions don't ever hesitate to reach out. 

 

Best regards, 

  

  

 

Mark Greenthaner 

Keystone State Chapter of NENA 

President 


